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The 1947 Labor Situation 


25X1 A 


I. Hu port for the Yea r 

1947 was s. year of un{*arallo3ad. need* in which the industrial working population suffered 
mo«t. Unhealthy living quarters, no heat, insufficient clothing, worn-out shoos, and 
uai<m ou ri aVifn^nt exposed people to the destructive effect® of* severe cold during the winter 
of 1946-1947 and made many perannently unfit for work* 

Of * large number of laborers examined by physicians in January, only 14 percent were 
healthy, 70 percent were capable of limited work, and 1G percent unsuited for work. Pro- 
duction of industrial and trade goods decreased b« cause of the shortage of production 
materials and ooal resulting from stoppage of traffic, Great loss of persona©} created 
a need for almost 7000 heavy and very heavy workers, which aouid not then be met. 

In February the need for men roue to over 8000 with the comnanoament of construction work 
on the Rhins bridge at Max imi liana au, urgent building for Military Government, and the 
taking up of minefields. Only part of the previous month's deficiency could bo made up 
by transferring workers. 


Periods o£ bad weather postponed the commencement of agricultural work in various arenas 
until the end of *aroh* Adjustments hed to be mud® in forestry for the dopartur® of 
wood -cutters to agriculture, Rhine chipping and railway freight traffic Incroasjd and 
gsve « new aotivity to firms which hod been shut down or working on a limited scale* The 
unfavorable condition of means of transport, however — particularly freight cars •« 
demanded utilisation of much labor in repair shops* Export production was coixsiiored 
urgent, with workers employed up to full capacity in the lumber end woodcutting,, metal*, 
and textile and clothing industries* demands for manpower increased in spite of the rise 
from about 6000 to over 10*000 available men. Industry began converting more to female 
labor, as the possibility of receiving more male labor beoamd slighter* 

The seasonal acceleration of the labor market allowed the placement in April of about 
9600 personnel,, while the reported vacancies for men and women rose to ovwr 13,000* Agri- 
culture, forestry, and the building trades wore in dire need of personnel, bines fresh 
supplies of raw materials were insufficient, warehouses ware emptied for export reduction 
and pessimistic views of the future prevailed . 

Mey showed no improvement. Transport difficulties became more serious* Industry and the 
arafta had a relatively slight demand for labor, but agriculture and forestry suffered* 
Since the metal industries were limited mainly to repair work, almost half the require- 
ments came from the construction industries* The lack of able-bodied men mad© the in- 
creased employment of women neoesanry. 

In June the unusual summer drought deprived farmers of the fruits of their work, end 
what the host did not bum up the larvae of the Colorado beetle ate* Industries lost 
tools end machines through dismantling. The number of workei-s decreased as man fell out 
from physical wendiess. of available manpower kept labor supplies far below the 

figures of previous months. 

In July it was reported that the efficiency of labor was still falling and oases of ill- 
ness were Increasing. The ratio of the number of employees to the amount of production 
become less favorable. Building services lacked material, sine© the shortage of freight 
cars hod resulted in dangerous ^oppa go s. Workshops no longer fulfilled their quota;? for 
oar and locomotive repairs. Special laborers had to be shifted from third into first’* 
rank production; for, even with men returned from PW camps, only a small part of the va- 
cancies" could be filled. In addition to the construction and metal firms work! ng for Mil- 
itary Government, the stone and eerthware industries end the lumber and wood-cutting trades 
were among those seeking manpower* 

In August, by drawing manpower from industry and the crafts, demands were filled primari- 
ly for the construction of the barracks at Kaiserslautern and the airfield at Spoyer, for 
uncovering Ifehrmacht cables, and for dismantling* In addition, the needs of th* forestry 
services, sawmills, hard stone plants, various exporting 
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fwro*i«rw tmvtor\*» , ftuiriH, »*ohia» os, littelkUwii and railroad workskopa 

vmr* HIM, Is tttmpimMf •IfioUnH labor oould through the thifts, horror, 

A «•••'• of Cfj* gfwutw iMtortalmi »t th* «iwS «:* tw t>oirtl) a ha w tf , sorsk attar t*iln:g. thnt 
»** l«r»*4 «C»^KNf *f •»» w .*>*t *f f«ol!8il h/ Mouiwt* »*»4 debility art alt**. out of ir,- 
KilMiwI. iwp>w»a wW Mtly 1«.» p*rc<rat of si# total aMfowMv *ltk<M «!> on 2K dune 

tkl* |r«f *8.4 perceae of *.*• total. 


3utfltt< likw from agriculture was placed .at the disposal of the f tret try 
offlMi and too first-line industries in September. The 'heav .esv u.bor 
jsreur* could be only partly filled. , stone quarries, brick factorise, and 
sewsilla' (that Is, induatrias working with raw materials from their own 
territory? fell considerably behind capacity because of the lack of efficient 
workers. In relation -to the other bronchos of Indue try whose raw materials 
lay outside the area. These branches of industry, however, lucked almost 
all production materials. The .jommlr.-' Industry, whoso peak season should I 
normally have begun, . had almost no agricultural products for £ robots log in 
t}** fall,. | 

October brought no appreciable easing of the labor market, for the auxiliary j 
labor released fro* agriculture was not sufficient for the requirements of j 
the ftrat-llne Industries* Aft attempt was made to put women in men’s jobs J 
but without particular success. The shoe Industry reduced Its crews because f 
of the curtailment of its electricity quota. j 

The lieu Off atain sugar factory instituted a sugar campaign in Mowomber with 
the cote si as toning of about 500 laborers, since the harvest was very moderate. 
Periods. of rain and the beginning of cold weather again brought high absen- 
teeism because of illness. Replacement a could be obtained only for the 
moat pressing needs by removing men from the third-line firms. . 

At the beginning of December, because of milder weather, wood* felling con- 
tinued, as did the ‘ important out aide wtrk on construction and road re- 
pait’a. The fact that workers could net be better provided with work cloth- 
ing and shoes la. In addition to the small ftod ration, the main reason 
for the many losses of people incapable of working In factories. These 
losses became very high, after the commencement, of snow and freezing weather. 


I I. i Annual B al ance 
1. Results of Registration 

• ' I 

On the average, 9000 vacant positions for male laborers were reported monthly ] 
to labor office a, of which more than 95 percent were for heavy and very heavy j 
labor. For the month’s average, however, registration of men reached only 
5500, of whom no more than 85 percent ware In the heavy labor trades. About 
3500 places usually remained vacant^ -about 85 percent in the building trades, ! 
The most urgent need was in the badly -damaged area of Ludwlgahafen. The 
remainder belonged to the iron and metal Industry, the stone and earthy.* j n „ 
duatrlea, forestry (wood cutters), and the lumber and wood-cutting trade 3 . 

Team drivers for agriculture and special workers for the tailoring ax:d shoe- 
making trades were also eought. In the male group, there was a large. 
Irreparable shortage of heavy and very heavy labor. 

For female workers, on the average 2100 vacant places were reported. The 
average registration was 2500. About 50 percent of th© vacancies were for 
household help and cleaning workers, 25 percent for auxiliary workers, and 
16 percent for textiles and clothing. Agriculture requested* about 20 percent 
during the peak work season. That the registrations exceeded the average 
requirements for women shows the force of th© long-continued efforts to put 
women In men’s jobs; in some branches of industry tentative efforts were mad© ■ 
to convert men’s jobs for worsen, and in part the resrlta were excellent. 
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2. Statu© of the Card Index 


The a ojtyu&X of th$ status on X Dscsirtor 1946 (s) ^?ss 

status of 1 December 1947 (b) for the following categories 


a 1 th the 


A -Card File 
S-Card File 

M-Card File 
B-Card File 
B-Card File 


~~ Employed and available workers and employees 

— Independents, including workers at home and household 
trades 

— Helpers in family businesses 
~ Officials in public services 
~ Not available 


A-Ccrds 
ployed 
available 
S-Caroo 
I /-Cards 
B-Curds 
ft-Card3 


Y&n 

a b Differ 

159 # 112 174,091 4-14,979 
1,380 400 - 972 

50,130 55,196 f 5,066 


a 

• ■ oiien 

b 

Difxar 

61,549 

66,966 F 

5,417 

2,044 

450 - 

1,594 

6,047 

9,468 4. 

1,421 

55,624 

59,705 4- 4,tt.l 

692 

614 * 

122 


Total 

a b Differ 

220,661 211,057 +- 20,396 

3,624 05a - 2,566 

58,177 64,66/; *- 6,4£57 

69,814 75,295 +• 53.81 

9,260 7,082 - 156 


14,190 15,590 + 1,400 

8,543 8,268 - 280 

25.175 343:4 + 9,159 61.502 ./;o .4 T6±2£ J 2Zfc 

256,535 287,607 + 29,:. 52 169,458 227,879 1-36,421 447,993 


86.077 


126.610 -*36.335 
515,766 *67,773 


As the tables show, only the numbers of available unemployed and male public 
service officials have decreased* The total of all other card files, on 
the other hand, has become significantly higher. The progressive Indexing 
of the population in the age groups capable of earning a living (men of 14 
to 65 and women of 15 to 50) Is expressed primarily In the enlargement of the 
S p M, and E files. 


Of the female population, an estimated 60,000 persons are not yet Included 
in the card files o The greatest part of these, as housewives, are not con- 
cerned in productive employment and therefore raise the number of H cards » 
The rest are predominantly assistants in family bus Inessas * Among the 
90,476 R cards, there are 82,844 cards for women occupied with household 
affairs. 

The R file for men, among 34,334 cards, includes tha ^ following; 

15,846 cards for persona permanently tad for work 

7,240 cards for non-working personnel over 65 
819 cards for political prisoners 
599 cards for other prisoners 

464 cards for released PWs still not of work 

8,833 cards for pupils and students 

533 cards for other persons not available for productive work 

The cards for laborers are most informative* 

4,210 seriously injured 

7,107 released PWs commencing productive work for the first time 
7,83 5 young men reported as Journeymen or apprentices 
19,152 increase, without other immigrants 

For men, the balance of only 15*000 to 19,000 difference between the Initial 
and final status shows a loss of over 4000* 

For women, about 3000 young women are In apprentice positions, showing a 
gain of 2400, which can be counted on the aide of new employment of warren 

workers* 


c r:? inirri/L 
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D 

C 

D 


~1. /**• * 

17,777 .11.2 
102,818 .6 

20,413 I.2.C 
18,091 

li 

T5!T^W ' 


i on 

2-12~iy47 
16,675 9-7 
112,799 65.0 
22,982 13.1 
21,433 1X4,2 


onan 


174,091 100 
<* ** Agriculture and forestry 
B - Ir.dustr;. «ial craft.- 


12,5.3 20.3 
21,211 34-5 
7,098 11.5 
11,802 19.3 
6.625 IU 


61,549 100 So 


1-12-1947 
10,238 11.3 
23,188 34.6 
7,839 11.8 
12,719 19.0 

w*m.2LX. 

10,966 l 


.00 


C - ?r;.de 


1-12-1546 
30,310 l :.? 
124,029 5~.2 
27,511 U.5 
29,973 13.6 
■ .638 4-0 
Z20J061 100 


iOtul 


and cussi-erce 


1-12-1947 
29,3.13 12.0 
135,92? 56.5 
30,671 12.0 
34,152 14.2 


241,057 100 


D - ."ttblic service and private services 


2 — Household service 


Agriculture and forestry have 900 fewer men than in the previous year* 

? nG cr&fts ,10, 000 more men. This Is not a lavorabfe ^sult 

tradi snrf ™m"' the * n «*®aae 01 f' 000 in the divisions of commerce and 
® and public service. The majority of public service entrants are 

cr*ft« ei v?«?'in U8 »?' W0Unde<i J ^ lth the QXC ®P fci0I i of the industry and small 
ml ^? 1 ^; 8li ; C0n0mlC divisions together have 15,400 more men than 
Ipr, 1 TM 1 « ta tr L a c d or aft a, on the other hand, employ 32,600 fewer 

1700 lower th f ? Q 5| rce !? t J° 33 of Personnel* The number of women is only 
laAnn 0 "?* ° h - 193 ®* Agriculture and public service together ar«, about 7 

266o^OTerthai''l^ 0 ^^° T S 1 rV i Ca ab a Ufc 4i °° * and commerce and trade about 
show a TcB^o^nlrn 1938 ” and craftsr ln comparison with 1938 

show a loss of ^400 women, or 28,8 percent.. The proportion of women work- 
ing has become smaller; In 1938 It was 18.4 percent and It la now 17 ne? 

dl apart ty!" 0,V & fisure that lt; a PP ears urgently necessary to point out the 


, onl f the following branches of economy from Industry and small 
trades have larger numbers of women workers: 


Clothing trades 

Pirmasens 

Kai serslautern 

3,309 

1,150 

7,234 

Chemical Industry 

Ludwigshafen 

All other districts are small 

2,940 

3,440 

Food and staples trades (divided into 

5 labor offices* excepting Pirmasens 
and Zwelbrdcken) 


3,148 

Textile industry 

Kaiserslautern 

1,862 

2,973 


Neustadt 618 

Landau, Ludwigshafen, and ZwelbrtScken Insignificant; Pirmasens 
not represented. 


c:;:i''ii)K: :71.1b 
CHt'iTf' J, IMZ'.lWri 
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K* fc.rprt o P /°tC? ' - W ~. ~^r 

in aeveral official districts 0 General advancement in the interest of work 

is recommended, in addition to the industries mentioned above* ins 


Electrotechnical industry jj 

Precision mechanics and optics industry jj 

Musical Instrument industry 

With the following cons iderat ions: | 

Mon | 

The total of about 268*000 iaen of working age (14-66) at* be compared to the figure of Oo l 
254^700 men oapable of work (of whom 85# have already exhausted their working capacity in j 
heavy and very heavy labor before reaching the age limit)* 6600 of those working have al-> : 
ready passed the age limit* About 16,000 of the unemployed are perrasnontly incapacitated 
for work. The electrotechnical, precision mechanics and optics, and musical instrument 
industries could employ in many light positions men of limited oapaoity, men over age, 
and men disabled for heavy works 


Women 

Of about 290,000 women between 16 and {>6, only about 157,000 have been working pro** 
duotivcly and 00,000 of these are assistants in family businesses* In the card files 
abort 60,000 can b© excluded, with an estimated 80 percent employed in housework or as 
assistants in family businesses. About 12,000 women, however, oould be obtained for 
productive work if the revival of industry and crafts oould be advanced so that the 
^due-tries j&entioned above oould be adequately reconstructed in all areas. 


4* ii^loyed Torkera and Jupioyees on 1 December 1946 &nd 1 December 1947, by 
Occupational Groups 


libor 

Mon 

Women 


TotalaTotal 


Offices 

1-12-1946 £ 1-12-1947 

1-12-1946 % 

1-12-1947 j 

1-12-1946 % 

-1-12-1947 

Xa iaerc- 

42,914 27-0 

46,oa£ 26.9 

18,369 29.8 

18,039 27.0> 

61,2^3 27.8 

□4,927 27.0 

; c.utern 







f 

Landau 

17,614 11 el 

19,374 11.1 

5,950 9.7 

6,738 10.0 

23,5^4 10.7 

26,112 

10.8 

Laduigs- 

42*046 26,4 

45,792 26.3 

15,329 24.9 

17,861 26.6 

57,375 26.0 

63,653 26.4 ! 

iuifon 







r 

R-usiadt 

17,917 11.3 

19,367 11.1 

6,491 13.8 

9,383 14.0 

26,408 18.0 

88,750 

11.9 

Piraaoons 

15,735 9.9 

i 7,501 10.1 

5,958 9.7 

6,358 9.5 

21,693 9.8 

23,939 

9.9 

op'oyer 

14,385 9.0 

16,078 9.3 

5,027 6.2 

6,107 9.2 

19,412 8.E 

22,185 

9.2 


6,501 5.3 

9,011 5.2 

2 , 4.5 3.9 

2,480 3.7 

10,926 4.9 

: 1,491 

4.8 

orUcken 







f 

Total 

159,112 100 

174* Oyl 100 

01,549 100 

66,966 100 

22 o” 66 i ibo 

241,05? 

100 

Occupational Grouu 







.;”ricult 

13,200 

14,22? 

9,602 

10,580 

22,002 

24,807 


T oroatry 

3,001 

6,768 

701 

738 

3,702 

4,506 

j 

Linars 

1,675 

^*664 

- 

- 

1,875 

2,064 


. 3 tone ;;rk 

2,096 

' 2,401 

99 

100 

2,195 

8,500 


Xetal *.*ork 3 L ,032 

34,534 

30C 

898 

33,332 

34,832 


I'usical 

16 

46 

17 

13 

•33 

59 

i 

Inert ru 







i 

Chcnical 

7,769 

7,848 

1,378 

1,540 

9,147 

9,388 


Rubber 

131 

1°5 ^ 

27 

25 

158 

160 

1 

Textile 

752 

/69 1 

l,4'-4 

1,602 

2,176 

2,371 

I 

Taper 

•72 

-96 

336 

319 

1,208 

1,215 


leather 

917 

1,0*56 

' 353 

348 

1,270 

1,414 


ood 

6,957 

7,617 

, 243 

256 

! 7,200 

8,073 


Food 

4,598 

4,769 

: 2,030 

1,901 

| ;,v<28 

6,670 


Clo tiling 

a,0l3 

4,31;. 

•• 5,592 

5,869 

j 11,605 

12,182 


Irbera 

971 

1*0.1 

: 718 

740 

! 1,6-9 

1.851 


I'Cjiitec 

12*;. 56 

2.4, 0b 5 

! 7 

9 

1 - t- . / , 

14,094 


Graphic 

937 

1,027 . | 

l‘ * 93 

12‘3 

' 1,130 

1,210 

I 

Clearing 

576 

56b j 

301 

313 

; -77 

i,?6 

; 

Theatre 

2 

- 

.1 

- 


- 


Totals 

364 

303 

’ ,865 

l, u; 

1 2,229 

2,301 

L 

Trade 

15,594 

17,270 

1,777 

1,226 

! 17,571 

19,104 


Touiscv.rk 

378 

400 i 

i 11, 663 

14,468 

! 13,041 

14,888 

t 

4-1 

- 

1 

9,648 

11,109 

: ; 

11,109 

! 

| 

/, saict 

18,499 1 

21 , 69 b 1 

4 ,5-86 

5,375 

2^ , ob5 

27,073 

s 

.^-16 

9,752 

10,0,2 

- 

5,331 

: 9,752 

15,413 

1 

I achinist 

2 ,*.31 

2,473 

3 

4 

■- ,4^4 

8,477 

l 

C on erce 

ia,7bs 

20,937 

H,377 

15,164 - 

, 33,165 

36,101 

' f 

Technical 

• 3,901 

4 -9b9 

276 

240 1 

1 4,177 

1,329 


C thorn 

2,345 

*■’ - 

* • . .. 

2,o71 

2,b49 , , 

1 5,016 

5,361 

r 

I o trade 

241 


> 209 . 

260 ! 

L m 

542 


Total xOo*u64 

*.34:$ J. 73 

71,30? ' 

SM20 

£40,, 331 

TG7gS7fJ 

i 
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of Industry 
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“d 1 Docoi.ibor 1947 by CreneLc 



1 .gricuture 

2 Forestry 

Agriculture and Force try 
3/6 lining 

7/tf Construction mterials ix:dustry 
9 Ccrnnic industry 
10 Gluas industry 
ll/l2 Iron ana steel products 
13 */i 6 T otal oo< 3 production 
17a ! Machine construction 
17b Steel ana iron const ruction 
17c Construction of snips 
l?d Construct k>n of vehicles 
I7e Construction of airplanes 
Id electrical' industry 
1> ; ; rvcision j iocuaidcs and optics 

20 Chcrical ineuctry 

21 Vo. tile industry 

22 Paper industry 

2p Priutina ana roaroducii'ig industry 
'-4 Loath r and linoleum inuust, 

25 Rubber unci a~bAp^ov*«tfBof. " 


26/23 

29 

30/35 

36/38 

39a 

39b 

39c 

39d 

40 

41/43 

44 

45 

46/47 


49/52 

5x 

55/56 

57 


Lumber and wood curving 

husica 1 1 not r undents 

Food industry 

Clot bias trades 

Construction ai; dnistrution 

Construction above a no below / round 

Trac.es re 1 ted 00 const ruction 

Building cleaning 

•» citexp e leCt/Pa-Cxty 

Various trades 

Postal affairs 

;>tate roads 

Other trace .mutters 

Hotel business 

uuex rce aux t roues 

■ *<x ; t ,1s traticu, * 

;.i hit xj Oovenx.ciit 
flea It h care 
Vhentre 

Public service ant* private services 

HJ^ nl i^'i 1 r\ r«#s» 
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Population, Registration, and Distribution of Personnel of Lsbor Officer 


Labor Of f 4 f ** 

Stfdtkroise 
1? ndkreiss 


Annexe# 


Total population 

1?- 5-39 
29-10- U-h 

H* oet» 1M>5 

voxen 15 - 5 o 


Active- nonulation 
17- 5-39 
30-11 -4/ 

working population 
Uaeaplcyod 
lot aval lab? a 
t Iona 

Satiiuat&c nucha? of personal 
still to registered 


Personnel distribution 

Absolut# 

£ 01 tCtf.,1 pwpr3-: t Ip- 
^ of active popula t - on 


Pirs3®. sau? 
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